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Conversation 1 River Kynshi @ Nongkhnum

myNADI is a series 
of two-way conversa-
tions with communi-
ties to understand 
their engagement with 
their rivers and water. 
These conversations 
are free flowing and in-
teractive consultation 
encouraging people to 
express their connect 
with the river closest 
to them. They aim to 
create a bottom up dis-
course incorporating 
concerns, challenges, 
needs and aspirations 
of local communities 
around rivers.

Nongkhnum, West Khasi Hills, Meghalaya
Nongkhnum, the second largest river island in Asia, is about 24-25 km 
from Nongstoin, the district headquarters of West Khasi Hills district 
of the state of Meghalaya, where the Kynshi River splits into two rivers, 
Namliang and Phanliang and forms the second largest River Island in Asia. 
The two streams of the river meet again somewhere on the upstream side 
of Langchong (Langshiang) and ultimately flows into Bangladesh where it 
is known by the name of Rakti.   
The Asian Confluence engaged with key representatives of a 60 strong group 
of energetic youth, who call themselves the Nature Club of Nongstoin and 
Nongstoin chapter of Meghalaya Basin Development Authority (MBDA), 
along with a few local community members. 
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Substantial Tourism Potential:
Nongkhnum boasts of a pristine and 
beautiful locale. The Kynshi river blesses 
the geography with placid lake-like 
water bodies, lush forests, breathtaking 
waterfalls and so much more. The 
Langshiang Falls, locally known as “‘kshaid 
Ur-Nar’, is reportedly the 3rd highest 
waterfalls in India with a height of around 
337 metres (1,106 ft). Before plunging 
into the fall, Kynshi passes through a 
valley and forms a pool called ‘Wei Spi’, 
surrounded by breathtaking forested cliffs. 
Beyond the falls the river flows through a 
deep gorge offering a breathtaking vista of 
hills, forests and small hamlets. There are 
two more waterfalls close by, the ‘Kshaid 
Chong’ falls and ‘Wei Spi’ falls.
Given the above, Nongkhnum presents a very high potential for tourism. While there is an annual river 
festival that has started since a couple of years and some winter-time tourism is promoted, the potential 
is substantially higher than what is presently happening, particularly for community - driven sustainable 
adventure and nature tourism. 
Tourism is however seasonal and only concentrated during the months of December and January, as shared 
by village boatmen who operate recreational boating services on the river. The alternate livelihood is mostly 
sand mining.  

Key Challenges:
Seasonal Tourism:  D The monsoon months translates into zero livelihood activity in the locality. “We 
sit at home and wait out the monsoon months” shared a young guide and boatman from Nongkhnun 
during the visit.  
Lack of alternate sustainable livelihood:  D Sand Mining is the only alternative livelihood, which is 
damaging to the ecology and unsustainable.  

Developing Nongkhnum as a river and water  ථ
linked tourism destination that is community driven and 
sustainable, could be a game changer
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Key entry points for a shift towards sustainability: 
Leveraging palpable community level concerns regarding river-health, natural resources and  D
ecosystems degradation.

Building sustainable tourism as an alternative livelihood option to move away from natural-resource  D
degrading livelihood activities. 

Strengthening, hand-holding and building capacity of ground level institutions and groups to help in  D
changing the discourse around rivers, water and natural resources

 

Key Ally identified:  Nongstoin Nature Club and Nongstoin chapter of Meghalaya Basin Development 
Authority (MBDA)

Way Forward: With proximity to Nongstoin, the district headquarters, Nongkhum, if developed with 
safe and smooth connectivity and complimented with the right local resources and capacity, can become a 
unique tourism destination around water and nature linked tourism that is community driven and sustain-
able. This swill not only lead to enhanced livelihood opportunities and prosperity for the local people but 
also help to move away from degradation of the natural resources and ecology in the area and its neigh-
bourhood. This will need focused intervention by the government to develop infrastructure, promote en-
trepreneurship in partnership with private players and also building awareness, capacity and skills of local 
communities to provide tourism-linked services with hand-holding from civil society organisations. 
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